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Downloading & Reading eBooks On An iPad 

 
You bought the iPad and have downloaded all 
kinds of Apps.  Cool!  You’ve also heard that you 
can get free eBooks to download from your lo-
cal library’s website.  But how does that work?  
This handout will explain the process of iPad 
setup, downloading and reading a book, and re-
turning the book. 
 

• Download the OverDrive app from the App 
Store, on your iPad. 

 
• Launch the Overdrive App on your iPad 

 
 
 

 
• The next step is to select a library from which 

to check out books. 
 
• First, click the Add A Website link, as shown to 

the right. 
 

• You’ll then have the opportunity to type in your 
library’s zip code. 

 
• Select your library. 

 
• Click the Library button, in the upper right cor-

ner. 

 

 

• Click on the Get Books+ button, in the upper 
right hand corner. 

 
• You’ll then be taken to the Overdrive website for 

the Harrington Library Consortium (HLC). 
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• The OverDrive home page shows several rows 
of both eBooks and audiobooks. 

 
• The top row shows Featured eBooks and also 

has a More link on the right. 

 

 
 

• I suggest clicking the Search button for a cou-
ple of reasons. 

 
o It’s the same screen as Browse, but you 

have the option of searching. 
 

o You can select “Show only available ti-
tles”. 
 

o This works for both browsing and searching. 
 

o Dramatically reduces the time needed to 
select a book. 

 
• Tip!  All eBooks on our site are available in two 

formats: 
 
o Amazon Kindle format 

 
o ePub format, for all other eReader devices, 

such as the Nook, iPad, or Sony reader. 

 

   
 

• After you find the book, you would like to down-
load, you’ll see the details for downloading. 

 
• First:  Make sure to locate the dPub Book for-

mat. 
 

• Click the appropriate Add To Cart link. 
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• Now, it’s decision time…;-) 
 
• Most importantly, make sure it says Adobe 

ePub eBook!. 
 

• You now have some choices: 
o Proceed to checkout 
o Continue browsing for another 

book (you can check out a total of 
two). 

 
• Click Remove to start all over. 

  

 

• After clicking Proceed To Checkout, you’ll 
be given an opportunity to Sign In, if you’ve 
not already done so. 

    

Check Out Page 
 
• Be sure to select the appropriate length, for 

the checkout period. 
 
• Click the Confirm Checkout button. 

 

    

• Voilà! That link just began the download process 
which may take 2-6 minutes, depending on the 
download speed of your Internet connection. 
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• Remember that you are in the OverDrive App, of 
your iPad. 

 
• This is where you will read the book as well as 

find other tidbits of information, as shown to the 
right. 

   
  

 

• The figure to the right shows some of the controls 
at your disposal, while reading your book. 

 

Checking In Your Book 
 
• To return a book early, follow 

the four steps shown in the figure 
to the right. 

 
1. Click the Edit button. 
2. Click the little Red Button 

with the dash.  It will spin 90 
degrees. 

3. Click the Delete button. 
4. Click either the Return then 

Delete button or the Delete 
only button. 

 
The difference, although small, is 
that if you just delete it, you might 
change your mind and download it 
again, since it is still checked out. 

 

 
 

 
Happy Reading! 

 

 


