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HUG Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, April 28, 2026, 10:00 AM 

Harrington Library Consortium, Amarillo, Texas 

 

Call to Order – Chris Williams 

Chris called the meeting to order at 10:10 AM. 

Approval of Minutes – Chris Williams 

Chris asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the previous meeting. Troyce noted that two 

corrections were needed. Amanda Barrera moved to approve the minutes. Jennifer Phillips 

seconded. The minutes were approved with corrections.  

Treasurer’s Report – Troyce Wilson 

Troyce reported that the HUG account balance was $580.49. 

HLC Council Report – Sally Bohlar 

Sally reported that the HLC Council met on April 14, 2026. They discussed the scheduled upgrade to 

the server. Additionally, Michael and Troyce will meet with ShareIt to determine how to fix the holds 

issue for ILLs. The council also decided to authorize a small business contract with Dell for HLC.  

Central Site Report – Troyce Wilson 

Troyce reported that: 

• All HLC hosted websites were compliant with new ADA requirements. Those who serve a 

population of 49,999 or less have until April 2028 to ensure compliance.  

• Library Elf notifications for APL and Canyon will be going away, but there is a potential 

replacement option offered by SIRSI. Troyce is asking for a report to get an estimate of the 

total number of text messages HLC would need to send annually.  

• SkyRiver training will be offered for academic libraries on May 7, 2026. 

• SIRSI Workflows training sessions will be available this summer. The dates are to be 

determined.   

• HLC is in the process of setting up a Dell Small Business purchasing contract, which should 

offer more responsive service than the government contract currently used. Additionally, 

the small business storefront has greater variety and better pricing.   

• After investigating Leslie’s question about SB13 book approvals, it was determined that 

foreign language copies of books that have already been approved do not require separate 

approvals.  

• The renew from due date option in SIRSI Workflows will work as expected if holds have 

already been placed on the item. Libraries that wish to use this option need to message 

Troyce to activate it. 

• Faronics offered a better quote for Deep Freeze than the initial one. 
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• TSLAC has finished their deployment of E-Reads Texas. Libraries that have issues with 

access for patrons should call Troyce.  

• A new option available with the latest SIRSI upgrade is the ability to have patron profile 

pictures. The feature can be enabled for libraries by request, and photos can be uploaded 

using a webcam or an image file.  

• Another new option available in Workflows is the ability to place an urgent note on patrons’ 

accounts. This note field is in the Extended Information tab, and the note will display as a 

popup when the patrons account is accessed using Display User or Checkout. To use this 

feature, libraries need to activate it in properties.   

• Item prices in SIRSI records will require adjustment now that the Treasury is discontinuing 

pennies. Troyce will run a report to round all item prices to the nearest nickel. No pennies 

should be submitted for item prices in new records; the price should be payable with 

nickels. Existing bills on patron accounts will not be changed automatically. Libraries that 

would like to round bills already on patron accounts to the nearest nickel should contact 

Troyce.  

• ProQuest has offered HLC a trial of Kids en Espanol. Interested libraries should let Troyce 

know if they would like to be part of the trial. 

• The contract for MyHeritage has come up for renewal. Libraries that wish to participate in 

the purchase should let Troyce know by email.  

• Troyce will go to Booker to do inventory.  

• HLC has new handheld scanners that can be checked out for use when conducting inventory. 

These scanners will store scanned barcodes so that they can be uploaded as a single file at 

the end of the scanning session. There is also an app that can be used on a phone to scan and 

store barcodes. Contact Troyce or Michael for more information.  

• Troyce is almost done with the circulation map and rules for the server upgrade.  

Announcements  

Nancy Criswell warned of a scam targeting community businesses where the scammers ask the 

businesses for cash to purchase books for use in the local library. The request is presented as being 

done on behalf of the library, but the library is not notified or aware of their activities. The library 

then receives a box of cheaply bound low-quality books that are not suitable for circulation. When 

HCPL investigated, the company claimed they had permission from the HCPL and provided a forged 

permission form with the name of a nonexistent employee as the library’s agent. Mandi Vargas 

reported that the company ran the same scam in Spearman last year.  

With regard to SRC prizes, Debbie George reported that she had received 2 vouchers for four people 

to attend Texas. Additionally, the Discovery Center also sent passes for prizes. She has not heard 

from the Sod Poodles or Wonderland. ENMU is sending prize packs to libraries. Contact 

geoffrey.kellogg@emnu.edu. Those who would like to reach Texas for tickets should try 

jwest@texas-show.com. It was suggested that libraries try jacobb@sodpoodles.com for Sod Poodles 

tickets. Leslie advised that follow up is important for Sod Poodles tickets.  
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Product Demonstration – Jack Brewster with Newsreel 

Mr. Brewster, a journalist who has done work for Forbes and the Wall Street Journal, presented 

Newreel, an app designed to increase student engagement with current events. The app is mostly 

phone-based, but it is available in other form factors. It targets doom scrollers, and it allows the 

student and their instructor to set goals for numbers of news stories read. Progress tracking options 

are available. The news stories are in slide format and are mostly written by employees of Newsreel. 

Readers can change the reading level and depth for individual articles, and there is an AI tool and 

dictionary to help with unfamiliar words and phrases. Instructors may also activate a quiz at the 

end of the article to measure reading comprehension. Dashboards are available at the classroom 

and library level so that instructors and librarians can see how the service is being used.  

Penn State is currently using the product. The university requires that Newsreel be read for twenty 

days or more in a semester. Professors can see students individual quiz grades in real time. If the 

article contained a poll from Newsreel, the professor cannot see the students’ individual responses 

to poll questions, but they can see the aggregate results. Professors can also assign news stories to 

their class, and they can also add discussion questions. Professors and instructors also have the 

ability to block “sensitive” stories from appearing the Newsreel app’s feed. Data analysis options are 

robust. Instructors can fashion queries designed to identify topics where students are very divided, 

etc. At Penn State, 4 out of 10 students continued to use Newsreel after the semester ended.  

In the Q&A after the demonstration, Mr. Brewster indicated that Newsreel can be included in 

Canva/Blackboard as a plugin. Direct integration is not available yet, but it is coming. Parent 

institutions can make as instructor accounts as they desire, and pricing is seat-based by number of 

students. Lastly the student’s Newsreel feed cannot be filtered so that articles are related to 

particular states, but students can search for news articles by state.   

New Business 

Majaunta reports that sent her a MRC file and a 4-line packet. Both options worked well.  

Joys and Concerns 

Deborah is changing to a secure case system for Moore County’s DVDs. She has forty boxes of her 

old cases if any library would like to use them.  

Amanda reported that APL has launched its Library of Things. It currently has twenty items. For the 

moment, checkouts are limited to APL cardholders at the moment who are 18 years of age or older 

and in good standing.  

Michael announced that some libraries were still having trouble with the automatic upgrade, so he 

will send out an email with instructions on how to upgrade Workflows manually.  

Troyce announced that movie licensing renewals are coming up on June 1.  

Amanda announced that TSLAC would be having a TexShare webinar related to the new pricing 

model.  
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Troyce announced that Messenger College will be looking for a part-time, remote librarian soon. 

Adjournment - Chris Williams 

Chris reminded everyone that the next meeting dates would be May 26. He asked for a motion to 

adjourn. Amanda Barrera moved to adjourn. Shaun McDonald seconded. The motion passed and the 

meeting was adjourned at 11:35 AM.   
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Attendance 

 

Attending in person: 

 

Deborah Skinner  Moore County Library System 

Sandra Sears   Perry Memorial Library 

Jacqulyn Owens  Memphis Public Library 

Amanda Barrera  Amarillo Public Library 

Catherine Urban  Amarillo Public Library 

Majaunta Fruscella   Amarillo Public Library 

Shaun McDonald  Amarillo Public Library  

Nancy Criswell   Hutchinson County  

Jennifer Phillips  Carson County 

Juana Garcia    Hemphill County  

Chris Williams    Wayland Baptist University 

 

Attending via Microsoft Teams: 

 

Mandi Vargas   Hansford County Library 

Linda Moore   Frank Phillips College 

Kim Gardea   Swisher County 

Melissa Eder   Amarillo College 

Jennifer Wilcox   Deaf Smith County Library 

Michael Freeman  Amarillo Public Library 

Carlene Harguess  Canyon Area Library 

Pamela Reed   Clarendon College 

Debbie George   Collingsworth Public Library 

Sally Bohlar   Lovett Memorial – McLean 

 


